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MEMORANDUM FOR: W. R. SMYSER 

W. L. STEARMAN 
MARGIE VANDERHYE 
LES JANKA 

FROM: SVEN KRAEMER 

SUBJECT: Sino-Soviet Aid to North Vietnam -- 

Presidential Statement and the Facts 

In the question and answer session following his speech this morning, 
the President stated that we should not blame the Chinese and Russians 
for keeping their commitment to resupply their North Vietnamese 
allies. This is incredible. 

The facts, demonstrate quite clearly that while the U. S. slashed its sup- 
port to South Vietnam, the Sino-Soviet input of military and economic 
supplies into North Vietnam increased in 1974 by $700 million or 70% 
over 1973. Military assistance increased from $330 to some $400 million, 
thus further fueling North Vietnam's offensive capability. The classified 
attachment indicates that although the USSR actually decreased its military 
aid, the PRC doubled its shipments. 

I received a query about the President's statement from Senator Jackson's 
office. They wonder if Mr. Nessen, the President or another senior 
official may be clarifying this point. This certainly seems appropriate. 

I recommend that the President be apprised and that a clarifying statement 
be issued on this matter. 
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In contrast to the major slashes in U. S. aid to South Vietnam, and 
notwithstanding their role as guarantors of the Paris Accords and the 
fact that South Vietnam is not attacking North Vietnam, the USSR and 
the PRC during 1974 increased their military and economic assistance 
to their North Vietnamese allies to $1.7 billion, or 70% above the 1973 
level of $1. 0 billion. Ammunition shipments were doubled from $85 to 
$170 million. The se large amounts of military and economic aid sub- 
stantially increased North Vietnam's ability to sustain major offensives 
in South Vietnam. 

The following unclassified estimates on such assistance were released 
by the U. S. Government in March 1975: 

(in $ millions) 
1973 1974 


Militar 


330 


400 


Military Equipment and Materiel 

Air Defense Equipment 
Ground Forces Equipment 
Ammunition 
Other 


230 


275 


100 

40 

85 

5 


55 

45 

170 

5 


Military Transportation Equipment 
(Trucks, Helicopters, transports) 


Other Military- related Support 
(Including Spare parts, military 
POL, Medical Supplies and 
Delivery and Training Cuts) 


100 


Economic 


670 


1, 295 


Commodity Shipments 


540 


1, 145 



Food 

170 

420 


F ertilizer 

5 

25 


Petroleum 

15 

55 

•p\ 

> 1 
1 

Machinery, Transport Equipment, 
& Metal Products 

165 

345 

•O 1 
T / 

Other 

185 

300 


Technical Assistance 


130 


150 


Total Military & Economic Aid 
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MILITARY AID TO NORTH VIETNAM 

(in $ millions) 




1973 

1974 

USSR 

Combat Materiel 


140 

90 

Military- Related Support 


85 

65 

Total 

225 


155 

PRC 

Combat Materiel 


85 

180 

Military-Related Support 


40 

75 

Total 

125 


255 

Total USSR & PRC 

350 


410 
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